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. Storing as a file obj eat within the data repository a list of content entity identifiers 
indicating the content entities within the content object, and 

storing ones of iht plurality of content entities within the data repository as a plurality of 
individually accessible file objects, wherein each file object contains one content entity. 



2. (Amended) Thdvmethod of claim 1, further comprising the step of creating an attribute 
(\j [table in the data repository for storing an attribute pertaining to at least one of content objects 



ind content entities. 



3. (Amended) The methockof claim 2, further comprising the step of creating a row for 
each content object in the attribute ta^le, the row containing at least one attribute pertaining to 
the content object. 

5. (Amended) The method of claim^, wherein at least one attribute is extracted from the 
content object. 

8. (Amended) The method of claim 1, wheredn the content object is a book and ones of 
the content entities are one of volumes, chapters and sections. 

10. (Amended) The method of claim 6, wherein at leatet one of the associated components 
comprises an image. 




(Amended) A method for storing at least one hierarchically structured content object 
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having a plurality of content entities in a data repository, comprising the steps of: 
for each content object,; 

storing as a file object within the data repository an outline of containers and 
content entity identifiers d/fining the content and hierarchy of the content object, and 

storing o/es of the plurality of content entities within the data repository as a 
pluralit)/of individually accessible file objects, wherein each file object contains one content 
entity. 




12. (Amended) \ The method of claim 11, further comprising the step of creating an 
attribute table in the data repository for storing an attribute pertaining to at least one of content 
objects and content entities. 



13. (Amended) The mVthod of claim 12, further comprising the step of creating a row for 
each content object in the attribute table, the row containing at least one attribute pertaining to 
the content object. 

16. (Amended) The method o\ claim 12, wherein at least one attribute is extracted from 
the content object. 

19. (Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the content object is a book and ones of 
the content entities are one of volumes, chapters and sections. 



20. (Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the content object is a book and ones of 
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22. (Amended) The methofl of claim 17, wherein at least one of the associated 
components comprises one of an image, a video segment and an audio segment. 

23. (Amended) A method for retrieving a content object from a data repository, the 
content object being stored within the data repository as a file object containing an ordered list of 
content entity identifiers indicating the content entities wthin the content object, comprising the 
steps of: / 

retrieving the file object containing the list o/F content entity identifiers, wherein each 
content entity is stored as an individually accessifcfle file object within the data repository; 

for each content entity identifier, retrie^ng the individually accessible file object 
corresponding to the identified content entit/; and 

inserting the content entity into th/ ordered list at the location of its content entity 
identifier. / 

24. (Amended) A method for constructing a content object, the contents of the content 
object being defined by an ordered list of content entity identifiers identifying one or more 
content entities each stored inya data repository as an individually accessible file object, 
comprising the steps of: / 

for each content eiitity identifier, retrieving the individually accessible file object 
corresponding to the id/ntified content entity; and 

inserting the eContent entity into the ordered list at the location of its content entity 
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identifier. 

v 



25 . (Amended) The method of claim 24, further comprising the steps of: 
assigning an identifier to the content object; and 

assigning new content entity identifiers to the content entities, the new identifiers 
including the identifier assigned to the content object. 

6. (Amended) A program storage devic^readable by a machine, tangibly embodying a 
program of instructions executable by the fffachine to perform method steps for storing at least 
one content object including a plurality of content entities in a data repository, the method steps 
comprising: 

for each content objepf, 

storing as/a file object within the data repository a list of content entity identifiers 
indicating the content entities within the content object, and 

Coring ones of the plurality of content entities within the data repository as a 
plurality o^individually accessible file objects, wherein each file object contains one content 
entit\ 

27. (Amended) The deviceiof claim 26, wherein the method steps further comprise the 
step of creating an attribute table in the data repository for storing an attribute pertaining to at 
least one of content objects and conjent entities. 



28. (Amended) The device of claflm 27, wherein the method steps further comprise the 
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step of creating a row for &ach content object in the attribute table, the row containing at least 
one attribute pertaining to tnet content object. 

29. (Amended) The device of claim 27, wherein the method steps further comprise the 
step of creating a row for each content entity in the attribute table, the row containing at least one 
attribute pertaining to the contertt entity. 

30. (Amended) The device qf claim 27, wherein at least one attribute is extracted from the 
content object. 

3 1 . (Amended) The device of ckim 26, wherein ones of the content entities further 
comprise components associated with the content object, and the method steps further 
comprising the step of storing each associated component as a file object. 

32. (Amended) The device of claim 2^ wherein the content object is one of a book, a 
collection of images, an album, and a video. 

33. (Amended) The device of claim 26, wherein the content object is a book and ones of 
the content entities are one of volumes, chapters anfl sections. 

34. (Amended) The device of claim 26, wherein^he content object is a compilation of 
content. 
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35. (Amended) The device of claim 31, wherein at least one of the associated components 
comprises one of an image, a video segment and an audio segment. 

36. (Amended) A program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly embodying a 
program of instructions executable by the machine to perform method steps for storing at least 
one hierarchically structured cojrftent object including a plurality of content entities in a data 
repository, the method steps/comprising: 

for each content/object, 

stori/fg as a file object within the data repository an outline of containers and 
content entity identifiers defining the content and hierarchy of the content object, and 

storing ones of the plurality of content entities within the data repository as a 
plurality of individually accessible file objects, wherein each file object contains one content 
entity. 

37. (Amended) The deVice of claim 36, wherein the method steps further comprise the 
step of creating an attribute tabJe in the data repository for storing an attribute pertaining to at 
least one of content objects and content entities. 

38. (Amended) The device oV claim 37, wherein the method steps further comprise the 
step of creating a row for each content object in the attribute table, the row containing at least 
one attribute pertaining to the content object. 



39. (Amended) The device of claim 37/wherein the method steps further comprise the 
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st.ep of creating a row for dach container in the attribute table, the row containing at least one 
attribute pertaining to the qontainer. 



40. (Amended) The 
step of creating a row for eafch 
attribute pertaining to the cohtent entity. 



evice of claim 37, wherein the method steps further comprise the 
content entity in the attribute table, the row containing at least one 



41 . (Amended) The device of claim 37, wherein at least one attribute is extracted from the 
content object. 

42. (Amended) The device of claim 36, wherein ones of the content entities further 
comprise components associated with the content object, and the method steps further 
comprising the step of storing each associated component as a file object. 

43. (Amended) The device of claim 36, wherein the content object is one of a book, a 
collection of images, an album, and a video. 

44. (Amended) The devide of claim 36, wherein the content object is a book and ones of 
the content entities are one of volumes, chapters and sections. 



45. (Amended) The device of claim 36, wherein the content object is a book and ones of 
the containers are one of books, volumes and chapters. 
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4£. (Amended) The device of claim 3$, wherein the content object is a compilation of 
content. 



47. (Amended) The device of/laim 42, wherein at least one of the associated components 
comprises an image. 

48. (Amended) A program storage deWte readable by a machine, tangibly embodying a 
program of instructions executable by theinachine to perform method steps for retrieving a 
content object from a data repository, Jme content object being stored within the data repository 
as a file object containing an ord^ed list of content entity identifiers indicating the content 
entities within the content object, the method steps comprising: 

retrieving the file croject containing the list of content entity identifiers, wherein each 
content entity is storecras an individually accessible file object within the data repository; 

for each content entity identifier, retrieving the individually accessible file object 
corresponding) the identified content entity; and 

inserting the content entity into the ordered list at the location of its content entity 

identif 



49. (Amended) A program storage/device readable by a machine, tangibly embodying a 
program of instructions executable byihe machine to perform method steps for constructing a 
content object, the contents of thp content object being defined by an ordered list of content 
entity identifiers identifying jeme or more content entities each stored in a data repository as an 
individually accessible file object, the method steps comprising: 
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for each content entitv^id^ntifier, retrieving the individually accessible file object 
corresponding to the identified content entity; and 

insertip^the content entity into the ordered list at the location of its content entity 
identify 

50. (Amended) The device of claim 49, wherein the method steps further comprise the 
steps of: 

assigning an identifier to tflie content object; and 

assigning new content entity identifiers to the content entities, the new identifiers 
including the identifier assigned to the content object. 

5 1 . (Amended) A system for storing at lea^ne content object including a plurality of 
content entities in a data repository, comprising: 

means for storing, as a fik/dpject within the data repository, a list of content entity 
identifiers indicating the cpment entities within the content object, and 

means for^t(5ring ones of the plurality of content entities within the data repository as a 
plurality o^ffidividually accessible file objects, wherein each file object contains one content 
enti 



52. (Amended) The system of claim 5 y, further comprising means for creating an attribute 
table in the data repository for storing an atpbute pertaining to at least one of content objects 
and content entities. 
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53. (Amended) The system of cmim 52, further comprising means for creating a row for 
each content object in the attribute fcjtole, the row containing at least one attribute pertaining to 
the content object. 

55. (Amended) The syste/n of claim 52, wherein at least one attribute is extracted from the 
content object. 

58. (Amended) The system of claim 51, wherein the content object is a book and ones of 
the content entities are one of volumes, chapters and sections. 

60. (Amended) /The system of claim 56, wherein at least one of the associated components 
comprises one of aiv image, a video segment and an audio segment. 

61 . (Amended) A system for storing a^&ast one hierarchically structured content object 
including a plurality of content entitieyn a data repository, comprising: 

means for storing an outhire of containers and content entity identifiers for each content 
object, the outline being staffed as a file object within the data repository and defining the content 
and hierarchy of the^ontent object, and 

means fi^r storing ones of the plurality of content entities within the data repository as a 
plurality yfindividually accessible file objects, wherein each file object contains one content 
entib 



62. (Amended) The system of claWol, further comprising means for creating an attribute 
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table in the data repository for storing an attribute Pertaining to at least one of content objects 
and content entities. / 

63 . (Amended) The system of claim 62, further comprising means for creating a row for 
each content object in the attribute table, tl(e row containing at least one attribute pertaining to 
the content object. / 

69. (Amended) The system ofyblaim 61, wherein the content object is a book and ones of 
the content entities are one of volumes, chapters and sections. 

70. (Amended) The systefrn of claim 61, wherein the content object is a book and ones of 
the containers are one of booWs, volumes and chapters. 

72. (Amended) The/system of claim 67, wherein at least one of the associated components 
comprises one of an ima^e, a video segment and an audio segment. 

73 . (Amended) A system for retrieymg a content obj ect from a data repository, the content 
object being stored within the data repository as a file object containing an ordered list of content 
entity identifiers indicating the content entities within the content object, comprising: 

means for retrieving ttfe file object containing the list of content entity identifiers, 
wherein each content entity is stored as an individually accessible file object within the data 

repository; / 

means fo/retrieving the individually accessible file object corresponding to each content 
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entity identifie ■; and 



means 
entity identifie: 



or inserting the content entity into the ordered list at the location of its content 




74. (Amended) A system for constructing a content object, the contents of the content 
object being defmed by an ordered list of content entity identifiers identifying one or more 
content entities ea\;h stored in a data repository as an individually accessible file object, 
comprising: 

means for retrieving the individually accessible file object corresponding to each content 
entity identifier; anc 

means for inserting the content entity into the ordered list at the location of its content 
entity identifier. 



75. (Amended) The syatem of claim 74, further comprising: 

means for assigning an identifier to the content object; and 

means for assigning new content entity identifiers to the content entities, the new 
identifiers including the identifier assigned to the content object. 



Please add new claims 76 - &7 as follows. 




-76. (New) The method of claim 
content entities within the content obj 



ein the list is manipulable by a user to select the 
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11. (New) The methofi of claim 1 1 , wherein the outline is manipulable by a user to select the 
content entities within thelcontent object. 

78. (New) The method of claim 23, wherein the list is manipulable by a user to select the 
content entities within the content object. 

79. (New) The method pf claim 24, wherein the ordered list is manipulable by a user to 
select the content entities within the content ofyect. 

80. (New) The device of claim 26, wierein the list is manipulable by a user to select the 
content entities within the content object. 

8 1 . (New) The device of clkim SoS^erejn^e outline is manipulable by a user to select the 
content entities within the content object. 

82. (New) The device of claim\48, wherein the list is manipulable by a user to select the 
content entities within the content object. 

83. (New) The device of claim 4$, wherein the ordered list is manipulable by a user to select 
the content entities within the contentlobject. 

84. (New) The system of claim 5 1 , Wherein the list is manipulable by a user to select the 
content entities within the content objecn 
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85. (New) The system of claim 61, wherein the outline is manipulable by a user to select the 
content entities within the content 



wherein the list is manipulable by a user to select the 




86. (New) The system of clairr 
content entities within the content d 



87. (New) The system of claim 74/wherein the ordered list is manipulable by a user to select 
the content entities within the content ibject.- 
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